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(54) DISTRIBUTED FILE SYSTEM AND ITS FILE CACHING METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide a file caching method capable of attaining 
a high cache hit rate. 

CONSTITUTION: A terminal 220 caches files stored by a file 
server 210 in a disk device 225. A cache management table 400 
sorts the files in caching to a 1st group for purging them in the 
ascending order of priority and a 2nd group for purging them in 
the older order of final reference time. When a sufficient large 
space area does not exist in the device 225 in the case of 
caching a new file, which file out of files belonging to the 1 st 
and 2nd groups is to be purged is selected. A high cache hit 
rate can be attained by combining a method for purging a file 
having older final reference time and a method for purging a file 
having lower Priority. 
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